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had consented to it and would propose it to him; whereas,
in their conference on Sunday, Palmerston probably offered
him the Convention but did not say a word about the Pro-
tocol, and this both he and Billow consider a great breach of
faith. Notwithstanding the good reason which there really
is for not formally dissolving the alliance till all the arrange-
ments concerning Egypt and Syria are completed, it is easy
to understand that in the present temper of France it would
be impossible for Guizot to enter into any relations with the
other Powers till their separate and exclusive alliance is at
an end. It is no wonder, therefore, that Bourqueney loots
upon the Protocol as an essential condition of his acceptance
of the Convention; and if he has been first given to under-
stand that the Protocol was admitted, and then told by
Palmerston that it could not be, he might naturally be in-
dignant. One never knows what else Palmerston may have
said nor what tone he may have taken.
While these difficulties are obstructing a pacific arrange-
ment here, they are reiidered much more serious by the
discussions in the French Chamber on the Secret Service
money, when the insolent and extravagant speeches in favour
of keeping up the isolement and the state of armed obser-
vation were hailed with vociferous applause; and this frantic
violence is the Parliamentary response to the calm and
dignified expression of peace and goodwill to France which
marked our first Parliamentary night, and in which the
leaders of all parties joined with equal cordiality. If this
goes on, and if Guizot is not strong enough to give effect to
his pacific disposition and to venture upon a reconciliation,
all amicable feelings towards France will be swallowed up in
a general sentiment of indignation at her insolence; and in-
stead of wasting any more time in fruitless endeavours to
bring her back into the councils of Europe, we shall begin
to think of the means of securing ourselves against any
possible effects of her ill-will and obstinate resentment
Those who have most strongly advocated the French alliance
will be soon ready to cement that of the four great Powers,
to curb the extravagant pretensions and mischievous designs